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OF FIRST Q&A; REMAINING Q&A'S ARE MORE SUITABLE FOR USE 
HERE. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE DEPARTMENT'S REACTION TO THE RETURN 
OE AMERICAN CITIZENS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS FROM SAIGON TO 
BANGKOK? 

ANSWER: WE WELCOME THE DEPARTURE OF THESE AMERICANS EROM 
VIETNAM. WE ALSO WANT TO EXPRESS OUR APPRECIATION EOR THE 
EEEORTS OE THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON MISSING PERSONS 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER 
EOR REEUGEES, THE RED CROSS, AND OTHERS WHO HAVE CONTRI- 
BUTED TO THIS EEEORT. 

QUESTION: DOES THIS LEAVE ANY AMERICAN CITIZENS IN VIETNAM? 

ANSWER: WE HOPE THAT ANY AMERICANS REMAINING IN VIETNAM 
WILL ALSO BE ENABLED TO DEPART SOON. 

QUESTION: DO YOU INTERPRET THIS AS BEING A GESTURE OE 
GOODWILL ON THE PART OP THE VIETNAMESE PERHAPS LEADING TO 
A START OP THE NORMALIZATION PROCESS. 

ANSWER: I WOULDN'T WANT TO SPECULATE ON WHAT THIS MIGHT 
MEAN. 

QUESTION: IN THE PAST, YOU HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT YOU HAVE 
BEEN CARRYING ON A CONTINUING EXCHANGE WITH THE VIETNAMESE. 
DOES THIS RETURN OP AMERICANS RESULT FROM THOSE CONTACTS? 

ANSWER: NO. 

QUESION: IP NOT, HOW HAS THE USG SOUGHT THE RELEASE OF 
THESE AMERICANS? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE HAD ACTIVE AND CONTINUING CONTACTS ON 
THE WELPARE AND DEPARTURE OP AMERICANS IN VIETNAM WITH 
VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHERS. KISSINGER 
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